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Plenary-vI1
THE INFLUENCES OF THE PRAKRIT AND APA

BHRANSHA LANGUAGES
ON THE MODERN INDO

-ARYAN LANGUAGES

Prof. Mahavir Saran Jain
Former Director, Kendriya Hindi Sansthan, India

The article 1 presents a study on the development of the modern Indo Aryan languages
from the ‘Prakrit’ and ‘Apabhransha’ languages. This article contradicts the erroneous
opinion that the modern Indo-Aryan languages have originated from the Sanskrit language.
Upto now, the different literary-linguistic forms of the ‘Prarkrit’ and ‘Apabhransha’ have
been considered as different languages. The author establishes the opinion that they are not
different languages. The different forms of ‘prakritas’ are the forms of a Standard,
functional or literary language and the same position is of ‘Apabhransha’.

The different forms of the modern Indo-Aryan languages 3 developed from the various
linguistic forms of the “Prakrita’ and ‘Apabhransha’ languages during the 10 th to 12 th

centuries A.D. It is a fact that, to a certain extent, the scientific study of the succession of
this development is not possible.

However, efforts have been made from *
regard, one has to consider tha
‘known to unknown’ can the
‘reconstruction’ one can ac

unknown to known’ in most of the cases. In this
t only through the scientific method of approaching from

‘unknown-forms’ be reconstituted and on the basis of
hieve, to a certain limit, the scientific study of the development
from “Prakrit’ and ‘Apabhransha’ to the modern Indo-Aryan languages. It is an extremely
difficult problem to collect all the links pertaining to the development of the modern Indo-

Atyan languages, based on the known material of the ‘Prakrit’ and ‘Apabhransha’
languages.
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